


RENEWABLE ENERGY SCHOLARS AWARD
Supported by the Koch Family and US Renewables Group
Purpose: The Renewable Energy Scholars awards encourage Erb Institute MBA/MS students to invest time and effort exploring and developing early-stage ideas and insights in the renewable energy field.  The fellowships supplement course-based, for-credit work with action-based learning and professional development activities.  The intention is to inspire students to look a little deeper and longer into interesting or intriguing ideas they have for products, services, business models, investments, policies and more.
Examples of project ideas may include, without being limited to,
· pursuing a business idea in the field of renewable energy, energy efficiency, or carbon mitigation; or, 
· writing an essay suitable for broad publication that addresses any aspect of renewable energy, energy efficiency and carbon mitigation including but not limited to energy policy, energy security, technology innovation, water issues in the energy sector, agriculture and energy interface, etc.
Number of Scholars: up to four (4) per year.
Amount of Each Scholarship: minimum of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) per proposal.  Team proposals are welcome but team awards will be the same amount as individual awards.  Up to $4,000 total will be awarded.
Application Process: Each applicant is required to submit a proposal by 5:00 PM EST, January 7, 2011.  Applications must be emailed in PDF or MS Word format to rbunch@umich.edu.  Effective proposals will describe the idea, the need, the project output and anticipated impact, and the connection to the applicants’ academic and professional development.  Proposal length is not limited but, because the intention is more to encourage students to explore fresh ideas than to refine and polish existing work, the committee expects and prefers to receive proposals that are brief (one to two pages) and conceptual.  
Scholarship recipients will be notified by January 14, 2010.  Scholarships will be disbursed following each Scholar’s completion of required deliverables, described below.
Eligibility: Enrolled as a full-time MBA/MS student in good standing with The Erb Institute.
Criteria for Selecting Scholars: Students shall be selected based on the following criteria:
1. Quality of written submission.
2. In case of business plan proposals: Practicality, feasibility and potential to launch the business idea.
3. In case of essay subject: Uniqueness of thought and potential for publication in a recognized periodical or Internet site.

Scholarship Committee: Jonathan Koch (MBA/MS ’96), Rick Bunch and Tom Lyon.

Scholarship Deliverables: Each Scholar shall complete the following requirements:
1. February 3, 2011: meet with Jon Koch and Rick Bunch, prior to the EAB meeting on February 4;
2. March 25, 2011: Submit a brief e-mail progress report to rbunch@umich.edu
3. By April 29, 2011: Deliver twenty (20) minute presentation to Scholarship Committee.  The final deliverable must be transmitted to rbunch@umich.edu at least five work days before the presentation.


APPLICATION FORM
RENEWABLE ENERGY SCHOLARS AWARD
	Name
	

	Address
	

	Email
	

	Erb MBA/MS class
	



1. Submit a one (1) page summary of your business idea or essay proposal (MS Word or PDF formats);
2. Attach your résumé;
3. Submit to jon@usregroup.com and rbunch@umich.edu by 5:00 PM on January 29, 2010.



